NAVIGATING AND ANTICIPATING
IN UNCERTAIN TIMES
One-page summary. Please ﬁnd the whole publication at wrr.nl or knaw.nl.

BROAD IMPLICATIONS OF THE PANDEMIC
The pandemic has broad societal implications. Fighting and
recovering from the pandemic requires a comprehensive approach.
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SCENARIOS FOR THE POSSIBLE COURSE OF THE PANDEMIC
Furthermore, the pandemic is not yet behind us. To cope with this uncertainty and support
strategic decision making, the WRR and KNAW have developed ﬁve possible scenarios.
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External threat
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Scenario 4
Continuous struggle
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Scenario 5
Worst case
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COVID-19 is
eliminated.

COVID-19 becomes
endemic, with annual
waves.

COVID-19 is under
control in wealthy
countries, threat of
reintroduction.

COVID-19 continues to
escape immunity and
vaccines through new
mutations.

COVID-19 claims
more victims annually.

Policy focus is on
recovery and eliminating backlogs in healthcare and education.
All restrictive measures can now be
phased out.

Upscaling of healthcare capacity necessary. Less room voor
recovery. Seasonal
restrictive measures
might be necessary.

Strict border control.
Disruptions international trade and travel.
Temporary local
measures will be
needed in case of
outbreak.

Trade-off between
protecting public
health and the broader
societal impact of the
pandemic measures is
permanently on the
table.

Social and economic
disruption. Policy
focuses solely on core
tasks and preventing
the most serious harm.

MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS
1.
2.
3.
4.

Anticipate a variety of scenarios.
Aim for broad societal resilience.
Link the challenge of recovery following this pandemic to the approach of long-term issues.
Protect the values of the democratic rule of law.

